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Memorandum of Understanding: 
 
Transfer requirements for the horses with an entry in the Aintree Grand National Meeting offered at 
The Goffs Aintree Sale 2019 
Note: This applies only to horses included in the Goffs Aintree Sale with an existing entry at the Grand 
National Meeting 2019. It does not apply to other horses sold at this sale.  
 
1. Transfer of Ownership 
 
Potential purchasers are strongly advised to contact Weatherbys Registrations Team to discuss registration 

status, in confidence, prior to the sale on +44 (0)1933 440077* 

 

1.1. With respect to Ownership, to ensure the horse can take up the existing entry the following applies: 
 

Requirement Deadline  

Owner must be registered with the British Horseracing Authority 
(“BHA”) or another Recognised Racing Authority (“RRA”)   
 
If registered with a RRA, the status of registration must be verified 
with the relevant overseas jurisdiction by Weatherbys 

Completed prior to the sale 
 

Transfer of Engagement (“TE1”) form correctly completed and 
submitted to Weatherbys 

Night of sale  
 

 
1.2. A minimum of 48 hours is required to register any new ownership entity.  Weatherbys cannot 

guarantee that any application received after midday on Tuesday 2nd April 2019 will be completed 
prior to the sale (this includes the registration of a new Partnership, Syndicate or Club where parties 
are already registered as an Owner). 

 
1.3. If the purchaser does not hold any pre-existing registration, the horse’s engagement will be void and 

the horse will be declared a non-runner. 
 

*The BHA will have ultimate discretion in approving any application for Registration.  
 
2. Transfer of Trainer 

 

2.1 Provided that the transfer of ownership requirements as per section 1 are met, the possible 

options in respect of Licensed Trainer (“Trainer”) are as follows: 

 

2.1.1 British trained horse:  the owner may keep the horse with the existing Trainer or 

transfer it to another Trainer, provided that the new Trainer holds a valid licence either: 

2.1.1.1 in Britain; or 

2.1.1.2 with the corresponding RRA of the Owner. 

 

2.1.2 Foreign trained horse: the BHA will temporarily waive the requirement of paragraph 6 

of Schedule (B)2 of the Rules, so the existing Trainer can run a horse purchased by a 

BHA Registered Owner, provided that it remains in the care or control of that Trainer 

and meets all other requirements to run. 
 

3. Race card Details 
 

3.1 Race card details will be as follows: 
 

Race Day Race card Details 

Friday Race card will carry the pre-sale Owner and Trainer details 

Saturday 
Race card amended to show the new Owner and Trainer details.  
A ‘Late Amendment’ notice will be issued to the press by Weatherbys 
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4. Colours 
 

4.1. The horse will be able to run in the new Owner’s colours, providing these are registered with the 
BHA or a RRA (Owners and Trainers should be reminded that colours need to be sent to the 
Racecourse).  
 

4.2. The Trainer and Owner must ensure the correct registered colours are sent to the racecourse 
to be carried by the jockey in the race in question. 

 
 
5. New Owner/Trainer liabilities 
 

5.1. In purchasing the horse, the new Owner/Trainer assumes full responsibility for the horse. In 
particular, Goffs must make three points clear to all potential buyers via the auctioneer: 
 

5.1.1. If the horse is moved to a new trainer, the new trainer takes full responsibility for that horse 
under the Rules of Racing, including the results of any prohibited substance testing. (For 
instance, if the horse was to fail a race day test, that would be the responsibility of the new 
trainer). 

 
5.1.2. The new owner takes on the full liability for any costs incurred after purchase (including 

confirmations and supplementary entry fees that are charged after the race). 

 

5.1.3. Normal BHA charges apply as set out in Schedule (A)1 of the Rules of Racing, which the 

new owner will be liable for. 

 
6. Process 

 
6.1. Goffs will inform Weatherbys if/when any horses with entries at the Grand National Meeting are 

added to the Sale.   
 

6.2. To assist in the swift processing of the Ownership transfer after purchase, Weatherbys, BHA, and 
Goffs will work closely together with regards to the external communication and operational delivery 
of this arrangement.  

 
6.3. Weatherbys will ensure that the relevant Transfer of Engagement (“TE1”) hardcopy forms are 

provided for use at the Sale; Goffs will provide internet access so that NRAS can be used to 
complete all other administration 

 
6.4. The Goffs team will arrange for the registration processes to be completed by the purchaser 

immediately after the Sale, any Transfer of Engagement forms should be emailed to Weatherbys at 
registrations@weatherbys.co.uk, other applications should be submitted online via the Racing 
Administration System.  

 
6.5. The Goffs team will arrange for the new owner to contact Weatherbys directly on 01933 304808 

immediately after their purchase. The Weatherbys team will be required to confirm:  
 

6.5.1. purchaser’s Owner Registration;  
6.5.2. Transfer of Engagement;  
6.5.3. Trainer of the horse;  
6.5.4. Colours registration (Does the owner have registered colours? Are the colours registered 

overseas);  
6.5.5. Any other details required by Weatherbys/BHA. 

 
7. BHA Rules of Racing 

This agreement is without fettering to all other Rules of Racing, as they apply from time to time.   
 
8. Cost 

There is an estimated cost of £300 (+ VAT) for the services required to deliver this arrangement, (based 
on 6 hours additional work).  However should Weatherbys encounter any unanticipated problems, 
additional charges could be incurred at a rate of £50 (+ VAT) per hour.  To be invoiced by Weatherbys 
following the Sale. 
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